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Avaokotmon

0 moAupop@iopoc C677T oto yovioio MTHFR amoteAei
npooInBeoiko mapdyovra yia Thv avamtuén o1apnTikic
vepponddeiac: pia peraavaluon HEAETWV YEVETIKAC GUOXETIONC

0. Kovgaxrng ITe@iinyn
X. Kagodg

. O noAupopelopndg MTHFR C677T oxetiCetal pe auEnuéva ermi-
X. TooxatéAdn

neda opokuoTeivng 0To MAAoUa Kat €xet katd kalpoug Tipotadel wg
E. Ayyehovdn napdyovrag KivdUvou yia Tnv avantugn SlapnTikng veppondbeiag
M. I'goppatixn (AN). QoTtdoo, ot uehéTeg Mou eE€Tacav TNV Mapandvw oxgan ote-
E. Partn pouvtav enapkouq LoxUog Kal Tapryayav avtlpatikd anoteAéoua-
II. Zepmeranng Ta. Na Toug Adyoug autoulg, dieEaydyaue Wia petaavdiuon Twv
K. Kdtoa OXETIKWV PEAETWY. Avalntmoape ouotnuatikd otn Bdon dedopévwv
Pubmed peA€teqg nou €xouv e€etdoel Tn ox€omn UETAEU TOU TIOAU-
pop@lopol MTHFR C677T kat TG AN. YoAoy(oBnkKe 0 YEVIKEUE-
vog A6éyog mubavotritwy (ORy) He TO HOVIEAD TwV Tuxaiwv ermdpaoce-
WV Kal TpoodloploTnke 1 eTepoyévela avdueoa oTiq ueNéteq. H mot-
OtNTa TWV PeAETWV eNEYXONKe eEeTACOVTAG TN CUPMOPPWOT TNG YO-
VOTUTILKAG KATAVOMNG Twv MapTUpwv otnv Looppormia Hardy-
Weinberg (HWE). Ale€rixbnoav empépouq avalloelq yla aobeveiq
pe Zakxapwdn AwaBrtn turou 1 (ZA1) kat 2 (ZA2), yia Toug Kaukd-
oloug Kabwg Kat yla Tiq peAéteg oe HWE. AekaoxTw pehéteq aobe-
VWV HapTUpwv MAnpouacav Ta kpttrpla éviagng otn petaavaiuon,
napgyovrag dedopéva yla auvolikd 2.450 aoBeveig kat 3.131 pdp-
TUpeqQ. Z& 12 ueNETEG, N YOVOTUTIIKY] KATAVOUY] TNG opddag paptu-
pwv NTav ouuewvn pe To HWE. H etepoyévela avdueoa otiq pHels-
Teq fTav eEalpeTikd UPnAn (12=86%). ZuvoANIKd, 0 TIOAULOPPLOUOG
MTHFR C677T Bpébnke va MApoUotddel ONUAVTIKY OUOXETLON |UE TOV
kivduvo avantugng AN (ORg 1.63, 95% Cl 1.212-2.206). OL emipé-
poug avaluoelg rapryayav eniong onuavtikég ouoxetioelg oe 6,TL
apopd Toug aoBeveig pe ZA1 (ORy 1.84, 95% Cl 1.009-3.382), Toug
aoBeveig pe A2 (ORg 1.58, 95% Cl 1.115-2.241) kal Toug Kaukdot-
oug (ORg 1.32, 95% Cl 1.004-1.754). ‘Otav amnokAeioTnkav and v
avdAuaon ol peh€teq nou dev apouacialav ouppudpewaon oto HWE,
N oX€0oM Tou TOAUMOPPLOMOU pe TN AN napgpelve OTATIOTIKA ONua-
vtiki (ORg 1.59, 95% CI 1.055-2.394). H mapouoa peraavaluon ma-
Twijpa Evdoxgivoloyiag na pExel evdeitelg mwg o moAupopPlopdg C677T oto yovidio MTHFR
Merapoiiopov — Avafntoroyixo arotelel mpodiabeoikd mapdyovta yia Tnv avdrtuén AN oe aoBe-
Kévrgo, A’ IlaBoAoyuxn) Khvixn velg pe A1 kal ZA2. Meploodtepeq LEAETEG ATIAITOUVTAL TIPOKELE-
AIIO, Noooxoueio AXEIIA, VOU va KataAj&oupe o€ aopalr] CUUMEPAOUATA OXETIKA JUE TO Yeve-
Oegoolovixn TIkS unéBadpo g AN.
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Ewayoyni

H Awpnuny NegoomdBeio (AN) amotehet coPaon
UXQOOYYELOXY] ETLITAOKRY TOU Zanyaoaddoug Al
timov 1 (A1) now timov 2 (£A2) nou TavTdyoVvoL
TOMTEVOV OL{TLO VEQOIXNG AVETAQXELS TEMKOU OTOL-
diov!. Amotehel ovvOeTn YOoOLOYIXY OVTSTNTAL, OTNV
atttortafoyévera g omoiag ovudilovy molimho-
%EG AAAAETLOQAOELS YEVETLRMV ROl TTEQLROANOVTL-
OV OUVIOTWODV2.

H avaywydon tov ueburevotetoaddQopuilL-
%oU (Methylenetetrahydrofolate reductase, MTHFR)
elval éva €viupo 1o omolo mailel xouPind Qoo
OTOV UETAROMOUS TNG OUORVOTEIVNS TEOS uebeLovi-
V1), ®atoliovtog T weTateomy tov 5,10-ueBuievo-
TeTEA00PUAMXOU O 5-ueBuATETOATOQOPUAMXO.
210 yovidio tng MTHFR, to omoio edpdletar oto
yowuoomuo 1, amavtd — petal dAMwv — o molv-
nopprouds C677T (eEdvio 4 oto xwdavio 222),
otov omoto 1 avtratdotaon C>T om O€on 677
odnyel oe avirotdotaon g ohavivng arxd Poli-
vn. H opoluywtia yia 1o odjho T oxetiCetar pe
UELWUEVY EVEQYATNTA TOV eVEVUOU ROl ALVENUEVQL
emimedo. oporvoTEIVIC 0TO TAdGOUO*. Agdougvou ST
VYPNAQ emtimeda oporvVoTEIVIC Elval TOEWA YLa TO
evd001iMo°, n popiae tov MTHFR C677T €yl ouv-
debel pe TBog ayyelomwy voonudtwy, neta&u
TOV 0oLV 1) OTEQOVLALO VOOOS ®aL 1 €V T PAOEL
phePunn OpSupoon’.

Méyou onueoa, 0Qretéc uehéteg €xovv eEetd-
OEL TN OYE0N OVAUECO OTOV TOAMUOQPLOUO
MTHEFR C677T nou tov xivduvo avdmtvuEng AN, oe
aobBeveic 1600 pe ZA1 600 zan pe 2A2. Qoté00, oL
TOQATTAV® UEAETES OTEQOVVTIAV ETAQROVS LOYVOS
O TOONYAY OV AVILPOATIXG UETOEY TOVUG OTOTEAE-
ouato. Lo tovg AGyoug autolg, TeoymENoaUE 0T
UETAOVAAVON TOV SLUOECLUMY UEAETWOV, TQORELUE-
vou va. amooagnvicovue tov ooho tov MTHFR
C677T omv arttomofoyévero g AN.

MEé£0oodor

Emidoyij tov ueierdv

Avolnmooue ovotuotind ot pdaon dedouévmy
Pubmed peiétec mov eE€tacay ) oxEon Tov TOA-
no@Lopov ue ™ AN, XONOLUOTOLDVIOS MG KOLTH-
ot avatnmong toug ®dtmwoL 6govg: “MTHFR” or
“Methylenetetrahydrofolate reductase” or “C677T”
and “diabetic nephropathy”. Katdmyv ooy emho-
Y oo Tig SLaB€oieg TEQUAMYPELS, OL UEAETES TTOU
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BewoOnray vroyneLeg drafdoTnrav 0to OVVOLS
TOVG, TTQOXELUEVOL VO OLOTTLOTMOEL 1) ROTOANAOTH-
Td TOVG YL0L CUUTTEQ AN 0T UeTAOVAILON. Ava-
(POQEC TEQLITTDOEMV, OVOLOROTTNOELS, QB oUvTa-
ENg »ow emMOTOLEC aumorAeloTXAY 0TS TV AVAAL-
on, »oBMg rou AEBA Yoauuéva og dileg YADOOES
méQav TS Ayyhurnc.

Meléteg aofevav — HOQTUQWYV TOV TARE( OV
TNV TAOT YOVOTUTTLXY] ROTavOUn OLanTivay aobe-
VOV UE WROO- /1o parQoahPovpvovpia, aveEao-
THTME TG EXTTOONS TOV QUOUOU OTTELQAUATLRNG ON-
Onong raBmg row SLaPnTrdy poETIEMV YwEig AN,
BemE1|Onxay VITOYNPLES VIO EVTOEN 0T UETAOVA-
Avon.

E&aywyij dedousvarv

Amné ndbe puehétn eEdyovtav ov axdlovbeg TAno-
POQIES EVOLOLPEQOVTOS: TOWTOS OLVYYQUPENS, £TOG
dpocievong, QUAETIXY| TQOEAEVON TV CUUUETEYO-
VIwV, T0mog dtoPTr, aQLBUGS RO YOVOTUITLXY KOTOL-
vou aoBevav xow nagtigmy. O thnpopoieg av-
TEC ROUTOYQAPOVTOY OF ELOES POQUES.

Meraavdlvon

H ovoyétion avdueoa otov yovotumo xot ) AN eEe-
TAOTN®E UE TOV VITOLOYLOUS TOU YEVIXEVUEVOU AO-
you mBavotjtov (Generalized Linear Odds Ratio /
ORG)7. O OR; engpdler mv mbavémra véonong
€VOS aTOUOV, AauPAavovtog vt v 6t oL aoBeveig
€YOUV UEYOMITEQO «UETAMMAKRTIRG (POQTIO» O€ OYE-
on e Tovg vyteic. O OR voloylomxe pe to po-
VIELO TV TVYaV emdpdoemwv Twv DerSimonian
naw Laird®. Ou ovoyetioeic mapovoldlovion mg AS-
YOu TLBavoTHTMV Ue Tt avtiotorya 95% diaotiuoto
eumotoouvng (Cls). H etepoyévela avdaueoo otig
UELETEC VTOLOYIOTNRE UE TO OTOTLOTIRG UETQO
Cochran’s Q %t omoTVIdON®E pe 1o PéTo 12, 1o
omoio haupavel tiueg oo 0 €mg 100 %, ue g vym-
AOTEQES TLUES VAL VITOIMAWMVOUY PEYOAUTEQN ETEQO-
vévewal?. O OR; vrtohoylomre pe m xo1ion Tov ho-
yioumxov ORGGASMA (http://biomath.med.uth.
gr). H mowdmnta tov neretdv ehéyyOnue eEetdlo-
VTOG T1 OVUUSQP®MON TG YOVOTUTILHS RATOVOUNG
TV PoQTUQWV 0TV Loopomta Hardy-Weinberg
(HWE) e m yotjon tov Fisher’s exact test!!. Amo-
xhon ané 1o HWE elvar mbavé va vmodnhaiver
MG ot Yovotimmon, dlootemudtmon TAnfuouo
1N weoxatdAmym ot dradinacio EmAOYNS TOV pa-
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wiowv!2. Téhoc, SieEriyOnoay emuépovg avorioeic
vy aoBeveic pe A1 now ZA2, yio tovg Kavrdotovg
1aBg naw amoxlelotind yio g ueréteg oe HWE.

Apxeia
Avadlrtnon TTOU EVTOTOTNKAV
oto Pubmed n=65

Anoteléopata

Apxeia
TTOU TTAPAUEVOLV
HETA TNV avayvwon
TV MEPINPEWY
n=28

Meléreg
Zdpwon
ZuvolMxrd evtomiotnro 65 tithol. Metd ™mv epaouo-

Y1 TV OYETLRMV ®OLTNOIWV, 18 nehéteg ®oiBnray %o~

TAAMNAES Y0 VoL oUUTTEQLAN OOV OTNV TTOLROVOCL -

taavdlon 32, H diadumaocio emAoyig Tmv pehetdv AnoKkAElo6C

Avdyvwon tou

) . ) a

TEQLYQUPETAL OTO A"WQ“HM“ 1. Ta BOLOLKOL xXaoa- KataAAnAétnta TARPOUG KEIPEVOU 6ld<p\£:pouc

ATNOLOTIAG, TOV CUUTEQUANPOELOWDV HeAETAV, #aOmg n=28 Aéyoug
n=10

ACL 1) YOVOTUTTLXY ROTOVOUY aoBEVOIV %ol LagTipmy,

mapovotdtovron otov Hivaxa 1. Ou ev Aoym ueléteg

naelyov dedouéva yia ouvolnrd 2.450 aobevels pe MEAEteG o
. ouumnepleAipdnoav
. , . SupmepiAnyn .
AN nou 3.131 udotupeg. Ze 12 pehéteg, 1) yovotumn 0Tn petaavaiuon
n=18

AATOVOUY TS OUAOUS HOQTUQMV HTAY GUUMMVY ULE

10 HWE. T€ooeoig nekéteg ovumegiéhapay aobe- Awdyoauua 1. Aigyoauua o mov meoryodget T dtadi-
veig ue ZA1 xouw 14 aoBeveig ue ZA2. Evvéa amo tig xaoia emhoyiic Twv ueletdv mov ovumeoLeAjpinoay

18 uehéteg apopovoav oe Kavrdolovg. ot UETAAVAAVON).

Hivaxag 1. Ta ®0QLaL YOQOXTNOLOTIRG TOV UEAETMDV TOV CUUTEQLEAPONOAY 0T UETOOVAAVON.

AcOeveig Magrvoeg

/o 1og ovyyoagéag, Duhetini Tomog  Aobeveis  Mdgtuges Luppdggoon

€rog (f/o) Ilgoéhevan Awoprjrn (n) (n) oro HWE TT CT CC 1Tr CT CC
1 Shcherbak, 1999 (13)  Kowvxdoiot ZA1 51 91 Naw 1 21 19 5 29 56
2 Shpichinetsky, 2000 (14) Kawvxdowot SA2 55 43 Naw 10 22 23 6 16 21
3 Vaccaro, 2000 (15) Kavxdoiot ZA1 20 46 Naw 10 6 4 6 20 20
4 Makita, 2003 (16) Kavzdotot ZA1 88 310 Now 13 35 40 32 143 135
5 Ksiazek, 2004 (17) Kavzdotou ZA2 171 155 Now 29 65 77 15 58 82
6 Sun, 2004 (18) Aoldteg A2 124 96 Oy 26 53 45 16 23 57
7 Mitraoui, 2007 (19) Apofeg SA2 93 267 Oy 26 56 11 36 79 152
8 Boger, 2007 (20) Kavxdorot SA2 439 476 Naw 32 219 188 58 221 197
9 Eroglu, 2007 (21) Tovprot ZA2 47 56 Naw 1 20 26 6 25 25
10 Maeda, 2008 (22) Aoidteg A2 72 87 Oy 15 25 32 10 51 26
11 Ukinc, 2009 (23) Totxrot ZA2 22 30 Now 0O 16 6 0 8 22
12 Nemr, 2010 (24) Agofeg A2 476 637 Oy 78 162 236 41 186 410
13 Zsom, 2011a (25) Kovrdoou SA1 21 200 Oy 2 11 8§ 24 72 104
14 Zsom, 2011b (25) Kavrdowor A2 93 200 Oy 10 44 39 24 72 104
15 Movva, 2011 (26) Ivdot ZA2 136 100 Naw 0 30 106 0 32 68
16 El-Baz, 2012 (27) Aopafeg A2 102 100 Now 24 46 32 3 19 78
17 Kumar, 2013 (28) Ivdol ZA2 407 185 Now 18 129 260 3 35 147
18 Tomic, 2013 (29) Kovxdoior A2 33 52 Now 5 5 13 11 22 19

a/a: aiEwv agude, B/a: Biphoyoagpuii avagopd, ZA1: Zanyaowdng Avapiitng Tomov 1, ZA2: Zaxyaowdng Awapritng Tomov 2, HWE:
Hardy-Weinberg Equilibrium
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Avdyoauua 2. Aidyoauua timov forest plot oto omolo amo-
TVIDVOVTAL OL AGYOL TLOAVOTITWY TWY ETUEQOVS UEAE-
TV %000 xaL 0 CVYREVTOWTIXOS AOYos mOavoTTWy
(MA RE = Meta-analysis Random Effects).

DM14 —
DM24 P
g
©
f=
©
Caucasians —
HWE L
1
0.100 1.000

Mean
I UpperLimit

LowerLimit

1.000E-7

Awdyoauua 3. Aidyoouua timov forest plot oto omoio amo-
TUTAVOVTAL Ol GUYREVTOWTIXOL AGYoL TOQVOTITOWY TWV
emuéoovs avalvoewy yia adbeveis ue A1 xar A2,
Kavxdoiovs xabdg xat yia tic ueAéres oe HWE
(DM 1: Zaxyaoibons Awafifns timov 1, DM2: Zaxyaod-
ong Awafifrns timov 2, HWE: Hardy-Weinberg Equilibrium).
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2Zvvolixij Avdivon

H etepoyévela avdueoa otig uehéteg Nrav eEonge-
Tnd vymh (I2=86%). O molvpopgropnéc MTHFR
C677T Po€Onre vo maovoldlel ONUAVTIXY CUOYE-
Ton we Tov %xivouvo avdmruEng AN (OR 1.63, 95%
CI 1.212-2.206) (Avdypappa 2).

Emugoovs avalvoeig

OL emué€Eovg avarioeLs Tayoyay €iong onpuao-
VTLRES OVOYETIOELS O€ O,TL apod Tovg aoBevelc ne
ZA1 (ORg 1.84, 95% CI 1.009-3.382), tovg a.obe-
veig ue A2 (OR; 1.58, 95% CI 1.115-2.241) non
tovg Kavrdowovg (OR; 1.32, 95% CI 1.004-1.754).
‘Otav amorheloTroy omrd TV avaivon oL ueréteg
mov dev mapovoialav ovuudeemwon oto HWE, n
oyxéon tov ToAvuopLopoy pe ™ AN moQéuelve
otatotxd onuavtivy (OR 1.59, 95% CI 1.055-
2.394) (Avayoaupa 3).

Tuinnmon

Audpool unyoviopol €xovv meotadel TEoreLUEVOU
VO EQUNVEVOOVV TOV TQOTO UE TOV OTTOLO 1) VITEQO-
noxvoteivaLuio TEodyel aBNEOORAMQMTIRES KAl
Booupwtinég draduraoies. Ymagyouvv evoeiEelg mmg
VYNAQ emtimeda oporvoTEIVIS OVEAVOUY TOV TTOMAL-
TAAOLOOUS TOV AUTTAQMV OTO aryYeLard Toiymua’,
€V TAQAAANAOL EVIOYVOUV TNV EXPOOON TOV OLYYEL-
000 evOoONAorol avEntnot tapdyovta (VEGF)
O€ RUTTOOLRES OELREC, UECW EVEQYOTOINONG TG UE-
Taryoagrc Tov yovidiov tov VEGF3!, O VEGF &i-
VO TTOO-0LYY ELOYEVETIROS TTOQRAYOVTOS TOV OO0V O
duvnTrde pohog oty maboyEvero e AN €yel emi-
onuavOel amé moonyovpeveg pehétec32. Kord ouve-
mea, 1 ovoyétion tov MTHFR C677T pe ™ AN Oa
wroeouoe va eounvevbel ot fdon tov 6t 0 Tolv-
HOQ@LOUOS autotelel YeveTIHG ®aB0QLOTH TG VITE-
QOUOXVOTEIVOLULOLS.

To amwote AMEOUOTA TS TAQOVONS UETUUVAAU-
ong Ba TEEmEL VO avaryvooToUv VIt TO PG RATOL-
WV TEQLOQLOUWV. 'Ll TaOAdELY UL, 1] CUYHERQLUEVT
avaivon cvumegLédafe dpBoa dnuootevuéva oe
EQLOdLRA TTOV RATOYWEOUVTOL OTY Pdon dedoué-
vov Pubmed. Eivow wotdoo yvootd 6t yeveTinég
uehéteg mov noradewmviovy BeTnég ovoyetioels ei-
vou TBoVOTEQO VO ANUOCLEVTOUV 08 EYRVQOL TTEQLO-
Owd, o avtiBeon pe apvVNTURES UELETES TTOV OUYVO-
teQ0 IMMUOcLevovToL og TEQLOdLXA TOU deV TOELVO-
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novvtow o€ Yvootéc faoeic dedousvavo 12, Emumhé-
ov N moovoa avdlvon eivar duvatd va €yace
oEohoya Goboa, Yoouuéva oe dAheg YAOooeS TANV
™me Ayyhxng.

Idavird, o oploudg e AN Ba €rpeme vo. ov-
ureQhdfpel amonhelotind aobeveic ue norQOA-
Bouwvovpia xaw Gyl ue wxpoakfovuvovia, dedo-
UEvou GTL 1 TELEVTAIOL WTOQEL VO AVALOTQAEL OTNV
mopeia Tov EA2. A6 ™V dAM, €vag T600 «anoTh-
06¢» opoudc Mg AN Ba tepLopLle dpapatind Tov
0QLBUO TV VITOYNPIOV TEOS EVTAEN OTY UETAAVA-
Mon pehetav. Ot dagoég otov opLoud g AN
OTIS ETUEQOVS UEAETEC, 1 TTOLRIAN QUAETIXY| TQOE-
AEVON TWV CUUUETEYOVTWV %L 1] ATORALOY] OQLOUE-
vov ueietadv oo 1o HWE, Ba umogovoay vo eoun-
veUooLV TNV VYNAY ETEQOYEVELD TOV OLATILOTAONKE
OVAUEDO OTLS UEAETEG.

H avdlvon evaobnotog pe tn ovuste ot wo-
VO TWV «TTOLOTIRMV» peletdv oe HWE, dev avétpeye
TO TTOATUITO TWV OTTOTEAEOUATWYV, TOL OTTOT0L dLorTioN-
OV TN OTATLOTLXY TOUS ONUOVTIXOTNTO. 28 €% TOUTOV,
Bewpeitol amiBavo neréteg oveETOQrROVS TOLGTNTAS
VoL 0AAOTMOOY TNV EYRVEOTNTA TG UETAUVAAVONG.

Evdiapépov onueio oty avdyvmon Tmv omro-
TeELEOUATMV QToTELEL TO YEYOVOS OTL 1] ONUAVTLRG-
™o e ox€ong mohvpoplopot xor AN dotnen-
Onxe 1600 Yo Tovg aoBeveic pe XA1 600 »al yio
ovtovg ue A2, vrodnhdvovrog rowvd tadoyeveTt-
%nd povomdria, oty avdamtuEn g AN, aveEdotto
0Tt6 TOV TUITOV TOU ZA.

SUUTEQOOUOTIXAL, 1] TTOQOVOOL UETOLOVANVOT TT0L-
o€yeL evdeiEels mmg o moivpoppouds C677T oro yo-
vidto MTHFR amotehet mpodiabeoird mapdyovia
v Ty avdmrugn AN oe aoBeveis pe A1 now ZA2.
Qot600, 6rtwe ovupaivel pe Sha ta ovvOeTO VOoTjua-
T0, TOAG UEVOUV VO ALTTOOAPNVLOTOUV OYETIRA UE
TOVG UNYOVIOUOUS Tov 001 youv ot AN zan eldno-
TEQO O€ G,TL APOQA. TOV TQOTTO TTOV YOVIOLL OAMNAETTL-
0QOUV ue AMAaL YOVIOLa aAAG now e TO TEQUPAMOY.
ITepLo0GTEQES KO UEYAATTEQES UENETES ATTOUTOUVVTOL
TTQORELUEVOU VO, XOTOMEOUUE OF 7O CLOPOM| GUUITE-
QAOUOTO OYETHA UE TO YEVETIHO VITOPaBp0 T AN.

Abstract

Koufakis Th, Karras S, Trakatelli Ch, Aggeloudi E,
Grammatiki M, Rapti E, Zebekakis P, Kotsa K.
MTHFR C677T polymorphism predisposes to the
development of diabetic nephropathy: a meta-

analysis of genetic association studies. Hellenic Di-
abetol Chron 2018; 4: 209-215.

MTHEFR C677T polymorphism —a genetic deter-
minant of hyperhomocysteinemia— has been
associated with an increased risk of developing
Diabetic Nephropathy (DN). However, relevant
studies were not adequately powered and produced
conflicting and inconclusive results. For the above
reasons, we proceeded to a meta-analysis of available
evidence to shed some light on the relationship
between MTHFR C677T and DN. Pubmed was
systematically searched to identify relevant studies.
The Generalized Odds Ratio (OR;) was calculated
with Random Effects Model, as well as the
heterogeneity between studies. The quality of included
studies was judged according to compliance of
genotype distribution in controls with the Hardy-
Weinberg Equilibrium (HWE). Separate analyses
were conducted for patients with Diabetes Mellitus
Type 1 (DM1), Type 2 (DM2), for Caucasians and for
studies in HWE. 18 studies were included in the meta-
analysis, providing data for 2.450 cases and 3.131
controls. 12 studies were in HWE. The overall analysis
produced a significant association between the
polymorphism and DN (ORj 1.63, 95% CI 1.212-
2.206). The association remained significant for both
DM1 (ORg 1.84, 95% CI 1.009-3.382) and DM2
(ORy; 1.58, 95% CI 1.115-2.241) patients, for
Caucasians (OR 1.32, 95% CI 1.004-1.754) and for
studies in HWE (OR 1.59, 95% CI 1.055-2.394). In
conclusion, the present meta-analysis provides
evidence of significant relationship between MTHFR
C677T and the risk of DN. More and larger studies are
required, before reaching definite conclusions
regarding the genetic background of DN.
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